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STUCK IN THE MIDDLE WITH YOU:

SHARED RISKS FOR CHILDREN AND PETS IN DOMESTICALLY VIOLENT HOMES

BY: ANDREW M CAMPBELL

“It wasn't until | told him | was leaving

that he began to target my children
and cats.”
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“He said if | left it would be a death
sentence for my Beagle. My kids
so much and | knew
if 1 left...so | stayed for

5 more years.'

“The cats are completely different
now that we have them. | remember
how skittish they were in her home.
It's as if they were absorbing the fear
and stress my daughter was
experiencing.”

Risks for Children

» Physical Injury

» Home Alone Example
ith “Visible Injury”?2

» Sexual Abuse
» Emotional Harm

» Children often aware of much more

than their caregivers realize.
» Threats/Harm to pets?
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What Do Pets Provide?

Protection
Comfort

Friendship
Sense of Purpose

Acceptance
Stability
Hope/"Light in the Darkness"
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Entertainment/Laughter

ALL critical components for emotional health and well-being.

Pets in America

» Prevalence: Recent nationwide survey
» 68% of U.S. homes have at least one pet
» 80% in homes where domestic violence is known to occur
» Dogs (53%)
» Cats (40%)
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IPV, Pet Abuse, and Children

» Children are likely to be significantly affected by the violence occurring in
the home.

» Pe ay in many cases be their sole source of emotional support.

» 75% incidents of pet abuse in home occur in front of children.

» Children in these homes are at risk of perpetrating animal abuse.
» Strong predictor of future perpetration of violence

» Younger Children

Companion Animal Abuse

Child Abuse & Neglect D

Research artcle
Children’s experiences of companion animal maltreatment
in households characterized by intimate partner violence™
Shelby Elaine McDonald -, Elizabeth A, Collins®, Nicole Nicotera,

Tina 0. Hageman®, Frank R, Ascione*, James Herbert Williams*,

Sandra A Craham-Bermann
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McDonald et al. (2015)

» “My dad last week said that he was very
upset with my mother and that he was going
to burn the bird’s wings with a lighter”

» “That day that my dad said he would burn my
dog on the grill, | took him into my room and
locked him in the closet with food and water
until the next day”

» “My dog always sleeps with me in my room
so that my dad doesn’t hurt him”

Campbell IPV Study (2021)

Journal of Interpersonal
Violence

Intimate Partner Violence and Pet
Abuse: Responding Law Enforcement
Officers’ Observations and Victim
Reports From the Scene
Andrew M. Campbell®, Shannon L. Show less ~
Thompson, Tara L. Harris, Sarah E. Wiehe
First Published March 5, 2018 | Research Article | Find
in PubMed R) Ghock for updtes
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518759653

\Altmetric 567 (ﬂ)

History of Animal Abuse?

Rape

History of Forced Sex History of Forced Sex

IPV Suspect IPV Suspect (History of Animal Abuse)
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History of Animal Abuse?2

» Strangulation

History of Strangulation Attempt History of Strangulation Attempt

IPV Suspect IPV Suspect (History of Animal Abuse)

History of Animal Abuse?

» Toxic Stress (Emotional Abuse)

Controls Daily Activity Controls Daily Activi

L

IPV Suspect IPV Suspect (History of Animal Abuse)

History of Animal Abuse?

» Toxic Stress (Emotional Abuse)

Victim Thinks Suspect May Kill Them Victim Thinks Suspect May Kill Them

707

IPV Suspect IPV Suspect (History of Animal Abuse)
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Family Violence Timeline?2

10" Incident

Punched in stomach
(Physical/Emotional)

EST RISK

Child-Pet Bond

Pet "Attachment”

To be considered “psychological security”, attachment figures
provide:

(1) Proximity maintenance—available and searched for in time
of need

(2) Safe haven—offer support and protection to reduce distress

(3) Secure base—build confidence...a reliable presence that
allows risk-taking and exploration

(4) Separation distress—occurs when separated from or
experiencing loss of the figure
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“Intense Grief”
in loss

. social sciences

Articte

The Intertwined Well-Being of Children and Non-Human
Animals: An Analysis of Animal Control Reports
Involving Children

Andrew M. Campbell

Child Involvement in Animal Control Reports

mChild Reporte
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Table 4. Animal Control Report Narratives (Child Perpetrator).

“Kids hitting a dog with a stick in backyard. Parents out there and do not seem to care.”

“Reporter states daughter texted her to say her 13-year-old son will not quit abusing and hitting
the dog.”

“11-year-old male seen swinging a small white dog on leash above his head and slamming iton
ground.”

“16-year-old shot rabbit with bb gun, broke its neck and now wants to skin it.”

“Two young girls dragging their dog by a leash down the front steps, picking the dog up by the
leash, swinging it in the air, and throwing it

“Juvenile beat dog over the weekend with a clothes hanger”.

“Two preschool age kids chasing small dog, possibly kicking it.”

“Male in his 20's and 2 youths are holding a kitten by its neck and shaving it.”

“Kids pulled animal out of pond and are now torturing it in the street.”

“Caller was on a walk and saw a male adult and teenager punching a Boxer in the face.”

“Report source witnessed a female adult drag a Rottweiler puppy to the back of their home while
her children were throwing garbage at the dog.”

Table 5. Animal Control Report Narratives (Child Reporter).

“9-year-old witnessed his mom’s boyfriend squeeze the cat to death.”

“12-year-old witnessed her friend’s father punch their Rottweiler in the face.”

“Child witnessed neighbor children beating a pit bull with the buckle end of a belt.”

“Child told guidance counselor that their mom’s boyfriend kicked their dog last night, threw it in
the carrier & and then threw the carrier against the wall.”

“11-year-old witnessed man throwing baby bunnies into the sewer.”

“6-year-old reports seeing his dad hit his dog all the time.

Table 6. Animal Control Report Narratives (Child Services Cross-Report).

“3-year-old found wandering around the neighborhood with dog. No idea where child or dog
belong.”.

“Child left at home alone with dog, responding agency cannot get child out of house due to dog
being aggressive”

“Child services investigating child welfare and noted an injured cat in the home.”

“Child services responding to concerns for child welfare. No adult in home for days, dog can be
seen through window eating diapers.”

“Child services reports dog at address has fleas so bad the skin is showing, child in home has bites
from the fleas as well.
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Cycle in Moftion

Child Abuse/Neglect

Animal Abuse

=

@ NarionaL Link Coaurrion

MASS MURDER... and THE LINK
i 7

Falo, N.Y. § arket and Uvalde, Texas Shooters

Reported 1o Have Also Abused Animals
The accused mass shootersin the horific Bufao, .Y supermarket and Uvalde,

torturing

- Payten s. Gendron.
for 3 mass shooting, the messages amaunt to 3 wide-ranging journal of 3 roubled
18-year-0id, who described kiling and mutiating 3 cat and being taken 10 ¥ medical
faciity for psyeniatric evaluation afier be stated in  high schosl cass that he planned
0 commit ‘murder/suicide.”
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Family Violence Overlap in Indiana

Domestic Violence Animal Incidents

Domestic Violence Animal Incidents
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Domestic Violence Animal Incidents

Patterns in Reports of Family Violence

Incident Type Incident Date

Animal Complaint 6-Jan-16

Animal Complaint 5-Jun-16

Animal Bite / Attack 8-Jul-16

Domestic Disturbance 2-Oct-16

Domestic Disturbance 3-Oct-16

Domestic Disturbance 17-Jan-17

Domestic Disturbance 18-May-17

Effective Prevention,
|dentification, &
Intervention
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Forensic Science International: Animals and

Environments
Volume 1, November 2021, 100003

Commentary

Behind the mask: Animal abuse perpetration
as an indicator of risk for first responders to
domestic violence

Andrew M. Campbell B

Campbell Research & Consulting, Indianapolis, IN, United States

Risk for Responders

» History of Mental lliness or Substance Abuse

MENTAL ILLNESS/SUBSTANCE MENTAL ILLNESS/SUBSTANCE

74%

IPV Suspect t (History of Animal Abuse)

Risk for Responders

» History of Suicide Threats/Attempts

SUICIDE THREATS/ATTEMPTS SUICIDE THREATS/ATTEMPTS

IPV Suspect

10/19/2022
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Risk for Responders

> Access to Firearm

EASY ACCESS TO FIREARM

IPV Suspect

Risk for Responders

» Used Weapon against Partner

USED WEAPON AGAINST PARTNER

IPV Suspect

Pets and Family
Violence Safety
Planning

EASY ACCESS TO FIREARM

68%

IPV Suspect (History of Animal Abuse)

USED WEAPON AGAINST PARTNER

66%

of Animal Abuse)
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Animal Welfare and Human Welfare

» Child welfare in U.S. birthed from animal welfare efforts

» Henry Bergh - Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NY, 1866)

s for the prevention of cruelly fo ani
ws which are now or may hereiter

al Revolution/Civil War (Child Abuse Risk)
m and Poverty
ation growth (NYC)

» Etta Wheeler - religious missionary, reached out to Bergh
» Mary Ellen — e and Neglect
» New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1874)

How Does Emotional
Maltreatment Affect Children?

Visualizing “Invisible Injury™

3 Year Old Children

Healthy Brain . An Abused Brain

Normal Extreme Neglect

Pery, 50 a0 Pt .
ForNeuroscence: raceelng rom Annual ieetg, New Oricans, 1957
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M 5ocial Development |

Effect of Pet Dogs on Children's Perceived Stress and Cortisol
Stress Response

Jariene A Kertes@. Jingwen Liu. Nathan | Hol, Natabe

"Pet dog presence significantly buffered the perceived
stress response in comparison to children in the alone
and parent present conditions."

Not
Without
My Pet

Dedication

“This work is dedicated to my dog, Shelby,
who saved mylife. What I would not give,

for one more walk together.

ARrew M. Campbe

Andrew M. Campbell
Founder/CEO
Campbell Research & Consulting

EMAIL: andrew@campbellresearchandconsulting.com
TWITTER: @amcampbell84, @CampConsult
FACEBOOK: @CampbellResearchandConsulting
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